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For me, there is just music

Music has echoed through Berwick Parish Church for centuries, but under
the direction of Kit Hobkirk, Musical Director, the building is beginning
an exciting new chapter, one that aims to welcome musicians of every
generation and inspire new audiences through an ambitious and inclusive

programme of live performance.

What first inspired your love of music,
and where has your musical journey
taken you before arriving in Berwick?

My musical journeystarted,incommon
with many musicians, with pianolessons. I
was lucky enoughtohave hadaverylovely
teacher, who gently, butrigorously
introduced metothedisciplineneededto
progressinmusic; playing duetswith her
attheendofalessonasatreatwas

the highlightof myweek. Ibecamea
choristerinthe Parish Church choirin
Wallingford, Oxfordshirewherethevery
ancientAgatha Christiewas one ofthe few
parishioners.

The course of mylifechanged one
eveningwhen my parents were watching
aprogramme aboutthe Yehudi Menuhin
Music Schooland my mind was made up,
soonmyeleventhbirthday,Ibeganthe
mostwonderful musical adventure at St
Mary's MusicSchoolin Edinburgh. Itwas
intheveryearlydaysoftheschoolinthe
mid 70s, sotherewas a pioneering spirit
aboutthe place, with pupils practisingin
walk-in cupboardsandtoiletsinanearly
17th century manor house, quite unfitfor
purpose, butwe were too busy enjoying
making musicwith super-talented young
musiciansto care;itwas morelikealarge
family, with justforty two pupils, thana
school.

Ijoined the cathedral choir (the music
schoolhad previously been the choir
school)andIwasnowsingingawide
range of differentmusiceveryday, (which
isagreatmusicaltraining), inamassive
churchsixdaysaweek, staying until
Christmas Day and Easter Dayand coming
backearlyforthe Edinburgh Festival.

We sangthe Messiah and Bach Passions
with anorchestraeveryyeartoapacked
outcathedralandforme, itwasheaven
onearth.Istartedlearningtheorganon
oneofthe country’sgreatestorgans...
now, it'sdifficultto putintowordswhat
it'slikeforateenagertobeincontrolofan
instrumentthatcan make more noise than
anentiresymphonyorchestra, alonein
anemptycathedralincompletedarkness,
butIwouldchallengeanyonenottobe
inspired by that. GiventhatIwasn’'tone
ofthe”super-talented”kids at St. Mary'’s,
I've had some amazing, awe-inspiring
anddownrightbizarre experiencesinmy
musical career,notasapianistororganist,
butasasinger.

Iowe myperformingcareerlargelytotwo
composers,JohannSebastian Bach and
Benjamin Britten.Iwaslucky enough
tosingtherole ofthe Evangelist (the
narrator)inBach’s Passions all over
Europe, buttwo performancesare
particularlymemorable. Quiteearlyon,
Iwasinvitedtoreturnto St.Mary’'sin
Edinburghtosingthe Stjohn Passion.To
putthisincontext, forachorister,thehero
of Bach's Passionsis not,asone might
imagine, Jesus, butthe Evangelist, sotobe
ascendingthe stepsofthe central pulpitin
my childhood cathedral, knowing the awe
thatthe Evangelistinspiredinthe minds of
the choristerswas quite athrill.

Much later on, with many performances
under my belt, as far afield as Norway and
Germany, I hadthe honourofsingingthe
St. Matthew Passionat Snape Maltings,
the concerthallthatwas developed by
Britten.
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Oneofthe mostwellknown works by
Brittenisthe Serenade for Tenor, Horn
and Strings, which has givenme bothone
ofthemostaweinspiring experiences
and mostbizarre.Thadto pinch myself
asIwasstandingonthestageofthe City
Hallin Oslo, wherethe Nobel Peace Prize
isawarded, withthe Norwegian Chamber
Orchestrabehind me, aware thatIwas
standing where giants had previously
stood, whose nameswilllastinthe history
booksforcenturies.

It's quite common for professional
soloists, evenfamousones, to feel
impostersyndromein high-profile
situationsandIcertainlyfeltitthatnight.
Onthesametour,wealsoperformedin

a chocolatefactorycanteen, butthat's
notthebizarre experience (unlessyou
countsingingsurrounded by twelvelarge
original Edvard Munch friezes).Ifeel
confidentinsayingthatthere probably
isn‘tanothertenorwho hassungthe
Britten Serenadeinarunofeighteen
performancesand certainlynotfora
lesbiantheatre company atthe Drill Hallin
Tottenham Court Road, dressedina
tailcoatandblacktightswith afeather
duster...Now, thatwas bizarre! Butthere
isn‘ttimeto explainandyouwouldn’t
believeitanyway.I haven’ttalked about
the playersand conductorsthatIhave
been privileged toworkwith, some of
whom were geniuses; observing them
make musicwas anawe-inspiring honour.

What brought you to Berwick, and what
made you feel this was the right place
to begin a new chapter?

Whenour daughterwasborninthelate
90s, thetime of travellingtheworld,
footlooseandfancyfreehadcometo
anendandweendedupinSalisbury,
wherelfocusedonteachingandbecame
apermanentprofessional singerinthe
cathedral choir, (returning to my musical
roots).

Aftertwentyyears of working sevendays
aweekduringtermtime anddealing with
theincreasingadminfrom four different
schools,Idecided thatthetimehad come
tocalltimeonmycrazylifestyle. We
headedbacknorthto quietretirement/
extendedsabbaticalinthe sleepyfoothills
ofthe Lammermuirs. Thethingabout
musicisthatit’snotacareer,it’'salifeand
quitesoonIwasorganisingcomeandsing
weekendsinDuns.

Now thatIwasretired, Iwas ableto extend
theworkthatIhad beendoingforthe
National Youth Choir of Scotland since it
beganthirtyyearsago, addingworkwith
the National Boys Choirand travelling
toremote parts of Scotland to audition
youngsters.Then, the Director of Music
atBerwick Parish ChurchresignedandI
was persuaded by friends, (whose advicel
havevalued fordecades), to putmy hatin
thering, so, of course, musicbroughtme
toBerwick. Herewas anopportunity to
revisitmylove forthe organ after decades
awayand bringalifetime of experiencein
singingto helpthe choirmembersdevelop
their skills, whichis my greatest passion.




Since becoming Director of Music at
Berwick Parish Church, what has your
vision been for music here?

Very quickly, Irealised thatIdidn’tjust
wanttoshare my passion for choral
musicwith the choirand congregation.
With encouragementfrom Canon
Christopher Smith, weresurrected, post
Covid, thesummerorganrecital series
thathehadfounded. Werealised thata
femaleorganisthad never performedin
Berwick (thathadtoberemedied!)andI'm
delighted thatwe have had somefabulous
recitalsfrom greatfemale organists. This
season, our finalrecitalon Wednesday, 30
September, will be given by the Australian
organist, Alana Brook, whois Assistant
Director of Musicat Wakefield Cathedral.
Many fine musicians have made Berwick
theirhome and we have benefited
fromtheirexpertisetoenhancesome

of ourservices, producingsometruly
memorable celebrations.

I'mnotagreatfanofOliver Cromwell, but
Ihavetoadmitthathisinfluenceonthe
building of the Parish Church has created
aperformingspacewith afabulous
acoustic, thatiscrystal clear without
beingdry.Irealisedthatanopportunity
was developingtogive bothlocal
performersandtalented professionals
looking forsomewhere to make musica
performing space andthe audiencethe
opportunity to hear high quality music
liveonanopenaccessbasis, whereonly
thosewho can afford todonate are asked
todoso; for me, charityisnotjustabout
givingmoney, somyyvisionisthatanyone
cancomeandforanhourortwo, forget
any problemstheymightbe havingand
find somejoyin music, whetherornotthey
can affordto pay for live music. One ofthe
thingsthatIreally hateistheaccusation
thatmusiciselitist.It'strue thatitcan cost
alotofmoneytogoandhearbigstarsand
large-scale operas and musicals, (actually
the cheapestticketto Royal Operais£13,

which coincidentallyisthe price foran
adulttoseeBerwick Rangers!), butno
morethan bigsporting events.

You’re keen to encourage younger
musicians and welcome a wide range
of musical styles. Why is that so
important to you, and how do you hope
to make it happen?

It's particularly difficultforyoung
musiciansto gettheircareersoffthe
ground;ittakesthousandsofhours
tobecome good and maintainahigh
standard, sowithoutearningfrom
performing, most musiciansare forced
intotakingonotherjobsto paythebills
andtheythenrunoutoftimeandenergy
tokeepupthepractice. The programmes
atour concerthallsare mostlyfilled with
performerswho are already established
andself promotionis expensive andrisky.

Themodelthatwe have establishedis
withoutriskonbothsides. The church
isnotinapositiontobeabletohirea
performer, promising a particularfeeand
the performerisusuallynotinaposition
tobeabletohirethechurchanddoallthe
publicityneeded togetanaudience.By
sharinganydonations thatthe audience
makes, itensuresthatneither performer
nor church make aloss. Thankfully, we
have hadsomeverygenerous audiences
overthelastfewyears.

We are graduallywidening the styles of
musicthatarebeing performed, because,
forme, thereisjustmusic. My ambitionis
tointroducefolk,jazzand popto people

who think that musicfinished atthe end of

the 19th centuryand Bach and Beethoven
toyoungsterswho haveatribalview of

musicasthoughitwaslike football, where

you should only supportyour cluband
wouldn’tdream of goingtoseesomeone
else’s.

“If someone happenstoread this that's
never beentoalive concert, decidesto
giveitagoand comealongtoone of our
concerts or some youngsters who have
agroupand gettogetherto practise
regularlybutcan'tfind somewhereto gig
becausethey can'taffordto hireaspace
getintouchwiththe churchtoaskifthey
candoagig, thenthatwould make me

very happy.”

Looking ahead, what would you love
people to say about Berwick Parish
Church as a musical venue in five
years’ time?

I'dloveitifsomeofthose peoplewerethe
performerswho did some of their first

public performancesatthe Parish Church
andasaresult,gained the confidence
togettheircareersgoing. I'd loveit
ifsome ofthose peoplewereinthe
audience, struggling todeal with the cost
ofliving, loneliness ordepression, but
wentaway feeling evenjustalittle bit
more hopefulandalittle bitbrighter.I'd
loveitifeveryonewassayingthatthey
cametoeveryconcert, regardlessofthe
instrumentorthestyle of musicbecause
they knewtheywould haveagoodtime.I'd
loveitif musicianswere saying thatthey
would keep coming back to Berwick Parish
Churchbecausetheacousticis great, the
welcomeiswarmand supportive and they
always goawaywith somethingintheir
back pocket;itmightnotbe afortune, but
they’llnever be out of pocket.

To find out more about upcoming concerts at Berwick Parish Church visit
https://berwickparishchurch.co.uk/musical-events,

Studio & Gallery
Classes & Workshops
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®POTTERY
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13a Ford Village, TD15 2QG
www.ravnclay.co.uk
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Words, music and a happy accident

After a life spent working
internationally, how has the global
experience shaped the way you see the
world and your music?

Itravelled across North America,
Europe and Asiaforover30yearsbefore
retiringin2023.Ialways walked the
areasaroundthe hotels. Itshowed me
thatit’sthe peoplewithlittle ornothing
who arethetruegiversofthisworld.I've
alwayswritten: talesfrom mytravels,
andenvelopes of poems for the kids
wheneverIwasaway.I've alsowitnessed
countless other musicians singing and
playingintheirowninspiringstyles.
Did songwriting run alongside your
career in international trade, or did it
become more central later on?
Apartfromsinging and playingtothe
kids, itwasn'tuntilIboughtacittern
in2014 that music began to dovetail
seriously with work.

You describe yourself as a ‘lyrics first’
songwriter. What is it about words that
drives your creative process?

We have a beautiful language.
Languagesevolve, butthe beauty of
Englishisbeingerodedbythelanguage
of TVand movies. Therightwords always
telltherightstories.
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In this feature, we meet with songwriter John Reed
to discover how a happy accident brought him to
Berwick, how more than 30 years of travelling the
world shaped his outlook and his music, and why
words, independence and telling the stories that
matter remain at the heart of everything he writes.

What brought you to Berwick, and what made it feel like
the right place to settle?

Therewereafewreasons: ourchildrenwere both moving
their families north, to Hawick and to Dunfermline; good rail
linkswere afactor,andsotoowasthesea. Thenonedaywe
werelooking unsuccessfullyinthe Bordersandsawasignto
Berwick.Ahappyaccident!

Many of your songs respond to what’s
happening in the world. What tends to
spark a song for you?

Iprocesssocial, politicaland
environmentalinjustices through my
songs, butI'malsoalover of family,
history, and the naturalworld, and
Berwickis perfectforallthree.

You made the decision to step away
from major streaming platforms. What
does independence mean to you as an
artist today?
TheinitialreasonwasthatI hadtwo
albums‘stream-ripped’(cloned for the
profitofothersfromtwo different major
platforms)in2018. Musicis nottherefor page.

corporate profit.It'sfarmoreimportant ~ www.johnduncanreed.bandcamp.com
thanthat. Independence hasbeenatthe
coreof mylife.Isetup mybusinessin
2003 becauselhadnotasteforcorporate www.johnreedmusic.com
cap-doffing. Similarly,independencein
music meansIcanbetruetomyselfand
whateverIcreate.

Heritage

John'slatestalbum, Heritage, isavery
special collaboration with hisson,
Duncan.Thealbumwasreleasedon 12
September. Heritageisavailable to buy
throughJohnand Duncan’sBandcamp

www.youtube.com/@johnreed-music/videos

(&) john_reed_music

At the heart of it all, what keeps you
writing and what do you hope people
take away from your music?
Asasoloartist,I keepwritingbecausel
haveto!IThope my musichelpstoinspire
others, encouragethought, and give
enjoyment.

I haveseveralcollaborative projectson
the go, includingoneveryspecialone
withmyson.Then, there’sThe Untangled
KnotwhichisduetodebuthereinBerwick
in November. Musicthrough history has
alwaystold stories of reallives.

The Untangled Knot
John Reed joins Shirley Barr, Beth Porter and Rachel Taylor-Beales for The Untangled
Knot, aspecial evening of folk music at Berwick Parish Church this November. The
concertwill feature new materialand form the basis of aforthcoming album. The
concerttakesplaceon 21 Novemberat19:30£10 entryfee and the simultaneouslive
stream will ask for donations via our PayPal-name your price.
Theticketlink for the show atHoly Trinity is_https://wegottickets.com/f/21816
Formoreinformationscanthe QR Code below.
s L 1
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An Autumn of ceramics at 27 Art House

This October, 27 Art House in Berwick-upon-Tweed presents two exhibitions
celebrating contemporary ceramics and their relationship with landscape,
water and geology.

The programme begins with ajointexhibition by Judith Davies and local artist Paddy
Hartley, openingwith a preview on Friday 2nd Octoberfrom 6pm and continuing until
23 October.

Bothartistsdrawinspiration fromthe coastlines of northern England and southern
Scotland. Davies createstactile, hand-built porcelainformsinspired by the tideline, ranging
fromsmall Touchstones designedto be heldtolargersculptural Standing Sea-Stones.
Natural pigments, includingindigoandochre, enhancetheirdelicatelyrippled surfaces.

Hartley’s Glazed Landscapesseriesisshaped by sustained observation of the meeting
pointbetweentheRiver Tweed andthe NorthSea. Throughthrowing, turning, layered
glazingandrepeatedfirings, hetransformstidalrhythms, coastal strataand geological
processesintorichlytexturedsculpturalforms.

Together, theirworkinvitesviewersto consider the quietconnections betweenearth,
water, processand memory.

Thiswill be followed by the final solo exhibition ofinternationally acclaimed ceramicartist
David Roberts, openingon Monday 26 Octoberand continuing until 16 November.

Nowin his80thyear, Robertsisone oftheworld’sforemost practitioners of contemporary
Raku ceramics. Markingthe culmination ofacareerspanningmorethanfive decades, the
exhibitionwill featureanew collection oflarge-scale, hand-builtand Raku-fired vessels
inspired by geological formations, landscape contours and water erosion.




The openingeveningwillbeginwith a ticketed artisttalkand Q&A atThe Straw Yard,
followed by an exhibition preview at27 Art House.

27 ArtHouse, Bridge Street, Berwick-upon-Tweed, TD15 1ES

www.amyizat.com/27-art-house www.thestrawyard.co.uk

% Book your stall today!
4 £20 Refundable booking fee must be
paid before booking is secured.

ﬁtenn:ﬂPmmm»h*awﬂﬁhﬂ&cmqid

Wy ”6 2, AChristmas Fair with a differance!
% Lavely Gifls, Crafts, Festive Praduce & lots more!

11am—3pm wg_ﬁ
(set up from 10am) ml l"'““i : *"'“I m‘ n'lmmmlsi:m ! ‘{r}
% 17L Windmill Way, 1:,' - ;,mmm“”-'m' :
Ramparts

TD15 1DF %

For more information or to book your stall
please call in or contact:

2
(3,47 Inaidof Soul Kitchen,
4 and Groal North Alr

admingborderlinks.co.uk
TEL:01289305423
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Jack and the Beanstalk:
Christmas with a Twist

Following the success of The Elves and the
Shoemaker and The Three Musketeers... Sort Of!,
Yardlight Theatre returns to The Straw Yard this
Christmas with a brand-new festive extravaganza -
and this time, there’s a Giant on the loose.

The Trottfamily are down on their luck.
Theirfarmisintrouble, Christmasis
atstake,andjack hasjustonechance
tosavetheday. Unfortunately, Daisy
the cowhasdisappeared, thefarm’s
baubles stubbornlyrefuse togrow, and
theterrifying Giantwhois terrorising
the good people of Berwick has never
actuallybeenseenbyanyone...

Starring Berwick favourites Ross Graham
andJennifer Barron, alongside the
irrepressibly silly Hannah Webb, Jack
andthe Beanstalk gives the traditional
fairytale adistinctly local makeover.
Expectplentyof pantosilliness, audience
participation, ridiculous puppets, festive
funandageneroussprinkling of old
baubles.

Whetheryou'rebringing the family fora
Christmastreat, gathering friendsfora
festive outing, or looking for something
alittledifferentthis December, we have
you covered!

 JACK"

AND THE

STH-3IST
DECEMBER

Thisyear,dueto populardemandwe're
holding an Adults-Only performance
forthosewho prefertheir pantowitha
littlemore‘Anything goes’and a little
less“He’s behind you!”, and a Pay What
You Can performance to help makelive
theatre accessibletoeveryone.

Notonly are we offering alimited number
of Early Bird tickets (make sure you book
beforetheend of October), Klarna is
available at checkout, allowingyouto
spreadthe costofyourtickets foralittle
extra Christmas flexibility.

Produced by YardlightTheatreatThe
Straw Yardin association with The
Maltings.

The Straw Yard, The Barracks, Parade,
Berwick-upon-Tweed TD15 1DF,

Come and find out what’s really
growing up that beanstalk...
https://tinyurl.com/2u32j6x7

TEE FI FO Py
TCH OUT U0 www.thestrawyard.co.uk

FERE I compr

THE

STRAW

YARD

THEATRE - ARTS - EVENTS




Bepwick Berwick gets ready for its
l*tSt]‘\d.l ° °
biggest ever Lit Fest
A From 5-11 October, Berwick Literary Festival returns
T with its biggest programme yet, bringing more than 55
‘ events to venues across the town. And there are some
formidable names heading north.

Chocolatauthor]oanne Harrisbrings her
hauntingnew novel Sleepersinthe Snow,
while Captain Corelli’'s Mandolinauthor
Louisde Berniéres will close the Festival
with aneventspanningfiction, poetry,
memoirand music. TS Eliot Prize-winning
poet George Szirtes explores poetry,
migrationandtranslation, and poet

and novelist Sean Hewitt discusses his
acclaimedfirstnovel, Open, Heaven.
Elsewhere,John Lloyd, the television
producer behind Blackadder,
SpittingImageand QI, reflectsonan
extraordinarycreative career. Former
Business SecretaryVince Cable, writer
and broadcaster Matthew Parris,

historian Diarmaid MacCulloch and
musicjournalist David Hepworth are also
amongthisyear’s guests.
Butoneofthejoysofthisyear’s Festivalis
justhow many differentwaysthereareto
findyourwayintoit.

Baking.Rock music. Art. Film. They might
notbethefirstthingsthatspringto

mind whenyou hear “literary festival”,
butthey'reallhere. Ottolenghirecipe
developerand practising psychologist
Helen Goh considersbaking as asource of
joyandconnection. David Hepworth asks
whathappenswhenthe heroesofrock’n’
rollgrow old. ChristinaJansen offersan
intimate perspectiveonjoan Eardley.

VINCE CABLE |

Money

and Power
The 16 World
Leaders

Who Changed

Economics
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And Berwickitselfiswoventhroughout
the week. Bestselling Northumbrian
fantasywriters, Hannah Kanerand Laura
Steven, exploretheinspirationthey draw
fromthe Northand whatitmeanstocome
hometotheborderlands. Local archivist
LindaBankier bringsvoices fromthe
town’s pasttolife,and Amanda Roberts
takes audiencesintotheturbulentTudor
Berwick behind her historical mystery
Ladyofthe Quay.

There’s poetry and politics, psychology
and history, food and film, writing
workshops, live performance and free
events for children and families. And,
asaudiences move between some of
Berwick’s mostdistinctivevenues,
Festivalweek bringsits own particular
buzztothetown.

Sowhetherit'salreadyafixtureinyour
calendar, oryou’ve always thoughtyou
neededtobeabookwormtoenjoya
Literary Festival, there’sneverbeena
betteryeartoseewhatBerwickLiterary
Festival has to offer.

JOANNE
HARRIS

Pickupthe programme. Followyour
curiosity. Seewhereittakesyou.

Berwick Literary Festival runsfrom
5-11 October 2026. Browse the full
programme and book tickets at

www.Berwickliteraryfestival.com

N’I,_J




The right place at the right time,
camera in hand

Since making Berwick their home in 2009, Chris and Maggie Jary have
found endless inspiration in the town, its coastline and community. Here,
they share how photography became a shared interest they could enjoy
together and why the pleasure lies as much in the process as in the
finished image. Thanks to Chris and Maggie for sharing the story of their
creative journey.

Afterspending two yearsworkingin
Uganda, moving to Berwick was afresh
startforusandachancetoputdown
newroots.Itwasthe beauty ofthetown
andsurrounding coastline, aswellas the
friendliness of the people, thatattracted
us.The East Coastmainline meantwe
had easyaccesstofamilyandfriends
aroundthe country. We soon discovered
thelivelyartssceneandthewillingness
of peopletosharetheirskillsandideas as
well assupportingone another.

Maggie had had asuccessful careeras
afoodstylistworkingincommercial
photographystudiossoitwas natural

for hertowanttostarttaking herown
photographsandBerwick was the perfect
placetostart. Afterseeinghowshe
enjoyed photography Chrisdecided to
have a go.

Joining the Berwick Camera Club meant
meeting people with ashared passion
for photography. Learning new skills
andseeing how other photographers
work continuestostimulate ustotry new
things.

Producinganinterestingimageis much
morethan pointandshoot. Forusthe
keyistomakeitfun, takingourtimeand
enjoying the experience. Aslow, mindful
approach canbeessential for mental
well-beingand used to express personal
feelings and emotions.

-18-

We both enjoy differentgenres of
photographysuchaslandscape, street,
environmental portraiture as wellas more
creativework butwe are always looking for
something differentand unique. One of
thekeyelementsisbeingintherightplace
attherighttime, withanopenmindand
cameraattheready.

Aswithanygenre of photography, using
acamerawithimaginationenhances

the artofobservation. For our creative
and abstractworkwe look beyond the
obvious, takingshapes, textures, colours,
patterns, etc. fromthe surroundings. The
cameracanalsobecomeacreative tool by
usingintentional cameramovementand
multiple exposures.

Chrisand Maggie'sworkisondisplay at
Abstract Gallery on West Street, Berwick
www.abstractberwick.com

For details of the Berwick Camera Club
www.berwickcameraclub.co.uk

Thisiswherewe canexperimentand break
therules. Thefinalimage does notalways
endupasitwasprevisualised anditoften
developsinnewandinterestingways. The
final stepisthe printingwhich we liketo do
ourselves, choosingthe correct paperto
complementtheimage.Itisonlythenthat
the photographiscomplete.

Whilstwe enjoy the process ofimage
makingitisjustasimportanttousto
getoutwith ourcameras, exploringthe
surroundings, taking exercise, meeting

. . . ) Category Winner: Maggie Jary
interesting people and sharing our passion Image: The Chip 'n' Ladies Day Out

for photography.
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Jackal Print Exchange and Exhibition

During the European Renaissance in the 15th century, artists began
forming printmaking networks to share and exchange their work.

AtJackal, wewanted to bringthatsense of The]Jackal PrintExchange exhibition will

connectionandcollaborationto Berwick
with the first]Jackal Print Exchange.

Artistswereinvited tocreatean

original edition of five prints. Four were
exchanged anonymously with other
participating artists, while one was kept
foranexhibition atjackal, creatinga
collectionthatbringstogetherthework
of everyoneinvolved.

Theresponsehas
beenfantastic. Twenty
sevenartistsfrom
OrkneytoSomerset
took part, bringing
togetheravaried
range of approaches
andtechniquesfrom
collagraphtolinocut.

Whatbeganasan
invitation to make prints
hasbecome away for
artiststosharetheir
work, discover other
practicesand build
connections.

Forus, thatiswhat
makes printmaking
sospecial.Ithasa
democratic quality:you
don’tneed anexpensive
studioorspecialist
equipmenttomakean
original print.

Words by Mills

bring the printstogetheratjackal, 30
Hide Hill, Berwick-upon-Tweed, from 11
Octoberto4 November. Entryisfreeand
printswill be available to buy.

VisitJackal’'swebsite orsignuptothe
mailing list for details of talks, workshops
and events:

www.jackalonhide.co.uk

Artists featured in image (clockwiseffom top left):

S

¥

Morag Eaton, Jennifer Garthwright, Helen Forrest,
LucyHenzell-Thomas, Jane Porter.
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LAB / ORd

Why Berwick?
It'saquestionsoundengineersand
musicians BodhiTurnbullandJames
Sandersonhavebeen putting to some of
the people helpingtoshapethetown'’s
increasingly lively creative scene.

Theirnew LAB/OR8 podcastgoesbehind
thescenesofcreativelifeinandaround
Berwick, exploringnotonlywhatpeople
make, butthejourneys, influencesand
decisionsbehindit. Guestssofarinclude
BenHumphreyand OliBrooks of The Straw
Yard, Darren Holleywell of Amped and
Berwick Fringe Festival,and Clare English of
BerwickLiteraryFestival. (Pictured below
andright).

“Berwick has this vibrant creative community,
butsomuch ofitcangoundertheradar,”says
Bodhi. “WewantLAB/OR8toshinealight
onthepeople making things happen here,
connectpeople who mightnototherwise
meet, and create more opportunities for
young creatives toseewhat’s possible.”

Butthe podcastisalsoacalling cardfor
somethingbigger.

With degreesinsoundand audio
productionand professional experience

The sound of a creative town

A new podcast is getting behind the people, places and
ideas shaping Berwick’s cultural life, while its creators
have bigger ambitions for the town’s creative future.

spanninglive events, festivals, musicand
recording, BodhiandJameswantto put
theirexpertisetoworkforother creatives,
businessesandorganisations.

Thatmightmean producing apodcast,
recording conversationswith artistsor
customers, capturingstories behind
abusiness, orturningonegreat
conversationintoaudio, video, social clips
and written content.

Alongside productionservices, LAB/OR8
hasalreadytakenitsexpertiseintoBerwick
Academy, delivering mixing and mastering
workshopswithYear10and 11 students.
Longerterm, the pairhopetocreate

more opportunities foryoung people to
experience creative careerswhile building

. LAB/OR8intoalasting partofBerwick’s

culturalinfrastructure.

Because perhapsthe mostexciting thing
aboutBerwick’s creative sceneisnotwhat
needstobeinvented, butwhatis already
here, waitingtobe heard.

Listen, collaborateorbring LAB/OR8 an
ideaat Wwww.labor8.co.uk
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Ravn Clay Studio: Where creativity
and wellbeing take shape

At Ravn Clay in Ford, Keith Webster has created far more than a pottery
studio. Five years after pursuing his long-held ambition to work with clay, the
former archaeologist and teacher reflects on creativity and the quiet sense
of wellbeing that comes from slowing down and making something by hand.
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The studiositsonthe Ford & Etal
Estate, housed onthe ground floor of
the old ReadingRoomsin Ford.Itwas
establishedin 2021, theresultofalong-
held ambition to make pottery. Priorto
ceramics,Iworked asan archaeologist
and primaryschool teacher, and setting
up thisstudio -withoutany formal
potteryorartqualifications-was
challengingin many ways.Inthefive
yearssince Ravn Clay hasbeenrunning,

I'vecometorealisethereisadeep,
pressing need for creativityin our daily
lives. Aswell as creating my own unique
stonewaretosellinthestudioand at
selectvenues acrossthe North East
and Scottish Borders, the studio has
always offered an extensive program of
workshops and courseswherevisitors
canstepintothestudioand haveagoat
making handbuilt pottery themselves.

I'mcurrentlyworking with the University
of Ulsterand aPhD studentwho's
looking atthe connections between
community, ceramics, and wellbeing.
Ravn Clay was builtto offer slow, hands-
onexperiences-anantidote tothe busy
lives, schedules, andincreasingscreen
time thatplagueusall.

Mediasuch asThe GreatBritish Pottery
Throwdown has supported agrowing
interestinhandmade ceramics. Butmore
thanthat, astheworld speeds towards
anuncertainfutureandfinally seems
tobefallingoutof love with plasticand
mass-produced, disposable aesthetics,
anactivitythatconnectsyouintimately
with natural clay and your own creative
impulsesisadeeplysatisfying, mindful
way tospendanafternoon. Becausethe
focusatRavn Clayisonhandbuilding
withoutthe pressure of a potter'swheel,
the workshopsallow peopletoworkat
theirown comfortable pace andreally
connectwiththe materialsthey're using.

Peopleusuallyarrive ataworkshop
with a fair quantity of ceramicbaggage.
Whether derived from negative school
experiencesortheirown artistic
expectations, they often prepare
themselvesjustto‘haveago’, rarely
expectingtocreateworkthey’ll feel
truly proud of. This always surprises me.
As adults, we so oftendeny ourselves
the simple opportunity to play and

be creative; ourtime mustalwaysbe
measured, useful, and quantified. But
workingwith clayinaworkshopisn'tlike
that.

Surrounded by tools, inspiration, and
examples of pastwork-andthrough
careful, reflective teaching-it's
incredibly satisfying towitness the shift
intheir attitudeand mood. Bytheend
of asession, shouldershavedropped
and pulserateshaveslowed. Afew, who
arrived with aconcrete plan, domanage
toachievetheirdesiredresult. Allhave
transformed clayinto functional or
frivolous pottery-work thatwillendure,
istactile, unique, and thatthey will
treasure foryearstocome.
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A2 maggie read

jewellery studio

o Silver jewellery & silver clay classes

¢ Fully equipped teaching studio

* Beginners welcome

¢ All materials & refreshments included
¢ Private group bookings available

For more information/bookings, please visit:

Cornhill on Tweed Centre, Cornhill on Tweed, TD12 4UE

N
ﬂl

¢
Rachel O'Dell Glass

Monthly workshops suitable for beginners
A range of glass technigues offered
One to one support in small groups

Qualified teacher and maker

For more information and bookings
) Rachel 0'Dell Glass
>4 odellglass26@gmail.com

Cornhill on Tweed Centre, Cornhill on Tweed,TD12 4UE

Counselling ics Life Coaching

Hypnotherapy

Psychotherapy ‘

TALK TO A QUALIFIED THERAPIST TODAY!

Immediate Help and Advice » FREE [nitial Consultation
Private Consulting Room » Affordable for All
Qualified/Registered Therapists

Contact us now:

07908 921 561

-

B,
< unw:%-
IN-PERSON
%’Ounwﬁf

Email: bbtherapies001@gmall.com
Web: www.berwickandborderstherapies.org
Office: Cornhill-on-Tweed Centre

A Not for Profit Organisation

AFFORDABLE * SAFE « CONFIDENTIAL

T INTO THE SPIRIT OF THINGS'

Mol with the 4
Spirit & Flavoar | ]
of the Borders |

to book now!

ndbotanicals.co.uk

| on Twee TD12 4UE
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Thestudioitselfhasonlybeen possible
thanks togenerous community support.
Kickstarter campaigns helped fund the
kilnandourrelocationto Ford Village

in 2023. Regular pottery studentsalso
labouredlongandhardintherenovation,
redecoration, and furnishing of our
currentspace. While touristtrafficon
the estateisimportantforthestudio’s
economics, it'salsovital formetowork
with the local community - whether that’'s
Community Action Northumberland,
localschools, orcommunity groups.
Handbuilding requires minimal bulky
equipment, allowing me to take pottery
tovenuesacrossthe North East; infact,
thereareveryfewvillage hallsI haven't
visited.

ThissummerIlaunchedanew pottery
festival, Carpe Lutum, to help showcase
andsupportfellow pottersfromthe
region,andI've worked with Create
Berwick to give fouryoung people
practical experience of whatacreative
studiojob mightlooklike.

Fiveyearshavegonebyintheblink of
aneye. However, my ambition remains
toensure Ravn Clayisavital addition to
theregion'screativelandscape-astudio
where peoplecancreate, beinspired, and
make creative endeavour alasting part of
theirlong-termwellbeing.”

VisitRavn Clay at
www.ravnclay.co.uk
orfollow [@) @ravnclay
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A New Chapter for the Old Brewery

One of Tweedmouth’s historic buildings is beginning an exciting new
chapter, as the Old Brewery is transformed into a creative home for artists
and becomes the setting to launch a new festival celebrating Berwick and

the Lower Tweed.

Datingbacktothelate 18th century, the
Gradelllisted Old Brewery haslongbeen
partof Tweedmouth’s heritage. From
1925 until 1975, the building operated as
amaltingssupplyingthe Border Brewery,
butintheyearsthatfolloweditgradually
fellinto disrepair, with only occasional
minor use.

Recognisingitsimportance, Berwick
Community Trust purchased the building
withtheaimofsavingitand preserving
the historicfeaturesthatremained.
Theideaofgiving thebuildinganew
creative purpose begantotakeshape
following Creative and Cultural Zone
pilotconsultationsinBerwickin 2021.
Theserevealed asignificantcommunity
of artistsand creative peopleinthe
town, many of whom lacked suitable
spaceinwhichtodevelop theirwork
and businesses. Thefindings provided
Berwick Community Trustwith the
evidenceitneededtodevelop plansfor
the Old Brewery Artist Studios.

With supportfromarange of funders,
the Trusthas now created a high-
specification facility offering artist
studios, galleryandteaching space.
Theredevelopmenthasalsobeenavery
local affair, involving builders, painters,
joinersand fabricatorsfromthearea,
eventhenewwindowstravelled only the
shortdistance from CrawfordsJoinery
nextdoor.

Artists have now been selected for
residencyandthebuildingis preparing
towelcomethe publicforitsfirst
exhibitions and events.

Benchmark Festival of Arts
Amongthose eventswill betheinaugural
Benchmark Festival of Arts, bringing
togetherthework of local artists,
photographersandsculptorsina
celebration of Berwick-upon-Tweed and
the Lower Tweed.

The festival grew from the wider
Benchmarkat Grinham’s Wood initiative,
alocal community charity project
coveringriverside paths between the
Union Chain Bridge, Horncliffe and St
Thomas'Island. Itswork encompasses
woodland and wildlife, history and
commemoration, artand photography,
and healthand wellbeing.

Anearlier photographicexhibition at
Paxton Housein November 2025 helped
establishtheideaofwideningthe project
toincludeartistsand sculptorsand
developingitintoanannual event.

2 &£ 1 3

BENCHMARK

FESTIVAL OF ARTS

A CELEBRATION OF BERWICK & LOWER REACHES OF THE TWEED
THROUGH THE EYES OF
ARTISTS, PHOTOGRAPHERS & SCULPTORS
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Fifty exceptional works by local artists,
photographersandsculptorswere
unveiledon 10 Septemberatthe
inaugural Benchmark Festival of Arts
exhibition atthe new Old Brewery arts
complexin Tweedmouth. The exhibition,
whichthe organisers hopewillbecome an
annual event, seekstorecognise the work
of localartistswho have beeninspired by
thesceneryandwildlife of Berwickand
thelowerreaches ofthe Tweed.

Partofthe Benchmarkat Grinham’s Wood
community charity project, the festivalis
beingstaged by the Berwick Community
Trust, whichisresponsible forthe Old
Brewery’s £1 million restoration, Berwick
Heritage Open Daysand Church House
Investment Management, with support
from otherlocalartsorganisations.

James Herriot, atrustee of Benchmark at
Grinham’s Wood, said: “The festival aims
to highlightlocalandregional talentand,
viathis medium, demonstrate allthatis
available toour community, as well as
those deciding to come from further
afieldtovisit Berwick and enjoy the
delights ofthe River Tweed. We are so
gratefulto be abletostagetheinaugural
exhibitioninthisamazing new facility for
ourtownandthesurrounding area”.

Becci Murray, CEO of Berwick Community
Trust, added “The talenton show is
exceptional and to see this celebration of
the Tweed being displayed atthe Old
Brewerycouldn’t be more fitting”.

Therecipientofthe festival's first
Kingfisher Award, was the artistand
author AmyIzat, whorunsStudio27in
Berwick.The award, presented by the
Lord Lieutenant of Northumberland, Dr
Caroline Preyer, seekstorecognisean
individual who stands outin thelocal
artcommunity andinspires others (of
allages)topursueart, photographyor
sculpture.

Alsonominated forthe award were the
wildlife photographer Ronnie Heck,
whose photographs of kingfishers
inspiredthe award, and the sculptor
Jason Sweeney, who was commissioned
tocreatethe stunningtrophy.

Amy Izat, artist and author, 27 Art House

-27-



MAREUP L%‘?]RY

BY HOLLY WYATI

Lobster Carving, Josephine Crossland

Atitsheart, theambitionissimple: to
inspire otherswhile supporting creative
activityand helpingvisitors discover
more aboutBerwickandthe Lower
Tweed.

Itseemsparticularly fitting that thefirst
festival should find its home within the
Old Brewery.Abuildingonce atthe heart

- 60+ WE“DING
of Tweedmouth’'s working life has been Benchmark Festival of Arts
givenanew purposeandthistimeasa www.bagw.co.uk [IRY EXPERTS
placewhereartists canwork, ideas can ‘ . FROM BORDERS &
develop and creativity can be shared with £ oldBreweryArtistStudios

> info.oldbrewerystudios@gmail.com

the wider community.

SHOWCASING
THEIR LATEST
PRODUCTS &

SERVICES ; oy

www.kelsoweddingshow.com ©)
Borders Events Centre, Kelso TD5 8LS
=
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Umbellifer: Flowers at the Heart

Before he moved to Berwick, artist Stephen Lennon lived in the Yorkshire
Dales, where he ran a small plant nursery. In the quiet times between
customers he drew the plants, made those drawings into a few greetings
cards and in no time at all the cards became his business and Umbellifer
(named for a type of plant structure - think cow parsley) was born.

Now hesells hisbotanical greetings cards
and printstoshops, galleriesand gardens
throughoutthe UK.

Stephen moved to Berwickin 2024
because helaughs “the Dales were full”.
He and his partnerwerelooking fora
busysmalltownwith spaceto breathe
and Berwick was perfect.

“Butstill,”Stephen says, “atthe heart of
mywork, aretheplantsIusedtogrow
foralivingandnowcraminto mysmall
back garden.IdrawwhatIgrow whichis
mainly hardy perennials. My gardenis not
planned and is a mix of colours, whereas
my artwork is the opposite, drawnin my
ownstylised way and all aboutperfect
colour matches.”

eI

e

Stephenand Umbelliferarenowa

regular fixture at craftfairsin North
Northumberland and the Scottish
Bordersand, aswellas maintaining his
ownonlineshop, Stephenisafounder
member of Create, ashopinKelsoopened
by acooperative ofartistsand makersin
2025.

Stephenwould love to have hisown little
shopinBerwick one day but, while that
isinthe planning, hewill continue to
grow Umbellifer untilitis as colourful
andvibrantasapicture perfectEnglish
countrygarden.

Find out more about Umbellifer here:
www.umbellifer.co.uk
@ umbellifercards
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A season of culture, heritage and

celebration

As autumn arrives and the year draws towards its close, Berwick
continues to offer plenty of reasons to come together, discover
something new and celebrate the stories that make this town so special.

Thisseasonseesheritage, creativityand
community cometogetherthroughthe
Living Barracks partnership, with The
Maltings playing aleadingrolealongside
localorganisations, artists, fundersand
community groupstoexplore Berwick's
pastwhile helpingshapeits cultural future.

A Gift to the Town

From 31 October, Berwick’s Own Burrell
Collection-AGifttothe Towninvites
visitorstodiscover more aboutthe
remarkable connection between Sir
William Burrell, Lady Constance Burrell
and Berwick-upon-Tweed. The exhibition
celebratestheBurrells’generosity towards
thetown, bringingtogetherworksand
storiesthatexplorethisfascinating part
of Berwick’s history.Ithasalsobeen co-
curated by Living Barracks volunteers
supported by The Maltings, bringing local
knowledge and perspectivestothe way
the Burrellstoryistold. The exhibition
offersanopportunityto celebrate this
remarkablelegacywhilelookingahead
tothefutureof Berwick Barracksasanew
museum openinginautumn 2027.

200 Years of Light

Thisautumn also marks 200years of
Berwick Lighthouse,anenduring partof
thetown’s maritime storysinceitwasfirst
litin 1826. The Lighthouse 200 celebrations
bring together The Maltings, Living
Barracks, funders, local organisations
and community groups to mark this
special anniversarythrough creativity
and community. Ford’'s Bakerswill createa
special celebration cake, while Soul 2 Sand
willbring the lighthouse storytolife

throughsandart.Berwick Youth Orchestra
will alsojointhe celebrations, bringing
localyoung musiciansintothe programme.
Together, these contributions celebrate
200yearsofthelighthouse throughfood,
art, musicand community, while shining a
lightonthe peoplewho continue to make
Berwickwhatitistoday.

Winter music, by candlelight

The Maltings’ programme continuesinto
winterwith Royal Northern Sinfonia,

who cometoBerwick Parish Churchon 1
Decemberaspartoftheir Winter Tour 2026.
With the church bathedincandlelight,
audiences canenjoyanatmospheric
evening ofclassical musicin one of
Berwick’'s mosthistoricspaces-achanceto
pausebeforetherushofthefestiveseason.

A shared story

Fromthe community co-curation ofthe
Burrellexhibitionto the collaborative
Lighthouse 200 celebrations, thisseason
demonstrateswhatcan happenwhen
heritage, cultureand community come
together.

Formoreinformationvisit:

www.maltingsberwick.co.uk
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), Come and sing this Christmas
') with Vivace Vocal Collective

This Christmas, Vivace Vocal Collective returns to Berwick Guildhall with
Somewhere in My Memory - The Soundtrack to Christmas, an uplifting
new show celebrating the music that has become part of Christmas itself.

From festive favourites and film classics

Berwick School of Music: [ ile%

SCHOOL OF

A new generation of music makers 5
g MU&I|C

Nic Prentice, Founder and Executive Director and Pl

May Thompson, Founder and Creative Director have

recently joined forces to create Berwick School of Music, a new education
project created to give children and young people in Berwick and beyond

tosomeunexpectedsurprises, the
programme bringstogether songs
thatreturntousevery December—the
music of cinema, celebrationand home.
Audiencescanexpecttheenergy,
storytellingand polished performance
thathave become Vivace hallmarks,
inashowthatwill beatmospheric,
entertainingand unmistakably
Christmas.

Beforethe performance cantakeshape,
however, Vivaceisopeningitsdoorsto
newsingers. The collective welcomes
adultsaged 16 and over.Thereareno
auditions, previous choir experienceis
notnecessary,andsingersdonotneed
toread music. Sheet musicis provided,
togetherwith professionallyrecorded
rehearsaltracksthat makeiteasytolearn
and practiseathome.

Anyoneinterestedinjoiningcancome
alongtooneofthefirstthreerehearsals:
Monday 28 September, Monday 5 October
or Monday 12 October, from 7.30-9.30pm
atSpittal Community Hall. JJ'}

&
A

Itisanopportunityto meetthegroup,
take partinarealVivacerehearsaland
find outwhether the Christmas projectis
foryou.

Rehearsals arefriendly, energetic
andsupportive, while always working
towards anambitious, polished
performance. Whetheryou have sung
foryears, arereturning aftertime away
orhaveonlyeversungathome, youwill
receive awarmwelcome.

Somewherein My Memory will be
performed atBerwick Guildhall on
Sunday 20 December. The 4pmrelaxed
family performance will particularly
welcome children and people with
additional orsensoryneeds. Audience

memberswill be freeto move, make noise

orstepoutsidewhenever necessary. An
evening performance will follow at 7pm.

Find out more at

www.vivacevocalcollective.com

Come and make this Christmas part
ofyourown musicalmemory.

)
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the opportunity to Create, Inspire, Believe and Belong through music.

Weekly sessionsinclude ensemble
playing, solo performance practice,
conducting, composing, improvising and
activitiestostrengthen musictheoryand
musicianship techniques for children and
young peopleinYears3-13.

Young musicianswill develop confidence,
discoverthejoyof creating musicwith
otherswhilstworking ontheir musical
skills, make new friends and enjoy a sense

of belonging whilstspending timewith an
enthusiasticand devoted musical group.

Nictold us: “We are delighted to be
starting thisnewchapterin Berwick
andlook forwardto promoting avibrant
musical community where young people
canflourish, grow andinspireone
another.”

Tofind out more email Nic:
M berwickschoolofmusic@gmail.com
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LIVE SHOW =
+ LIVESTREAM

BERWICK PARISH CHURCH

CHURCH OF HOLY TRINITY AND ST MARY

SATURDAY 21°" NOVEMBER
/7.30PM

LIVE SHOW £10 (+ £1 BKING FEE)
LIVESTREAM BY DONATION

WWW.UNTANGLEDKNOT.COM

Lighting up 200 Years BERWICK

‘Lighthouse 200’ is a community project funded
by Create Berwick to celebrate the bicentenary
birthday of Berwick Lighthouse. The project

is the brainchild of May Thompson, a Berwick-
based trumpeter and music teacher who moved
to Tweedmouth two years ago, and whose first
experience performing here, was as part of the
Bridge 400 celebrations.

Itfeaturesabrand-new composition by
Adam Taylor, award-winning composerand
arranger,whosemusichasbeen performed
internationally, by brass bandssuchas
Foden'’s, Black Dyke and Brisbane Excelsior.
Adam currently conducts The Rainford Band s S
who playinthe Northwest Championship
Section, and under his musical direction,
they have secured two podium finishes
andearned promotiontothe Grand Shield
during hisfirstyearin post.

Adam Taylor, composerof‘Berwick Lighthouse 200"

&~ andwillbesungbychildrenfromlocal
schools, aswellasmembersof The Golden
SquareSingers.

ThisWorld Premierewill take placeat4pm,
onSaturday 17 October, at The Lowry
Shelter,wheretherewillalsobe available,

| courtesyofDarrenChapman, special
editions of hislighthouse calendarand
jigsaws, with all proceeds going towards
Berwick'sRNLIstation.Hopetoseeyouthere.

May Thompson - Project Director

‘Lighthouse 200’is part of the Berwick
CommunityFestfounded by May, last
Autumn, which features quarterly concerts
wherelocalamateur and professional
groups, playtheirinstrumentsalongside
children’sgroupsfromBerwickandthe
wider area.

Thenew pieceiscomprised of separate
movements, with musicwritten for
Berwick'sown Brass Quintet, ConcertBand,
SchoolsBand and School of Music. Thefinal
movementincorporatesfolksongsfrom /i
Northumberlandand The ScottishBorders parren Chapma-Photographer
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The men who wouldn’t stop singing

From a lively night at the King’s Arms to 63 years of Berwick Male Voice Choir

Berwick Male Voice Choir (BMVC) was formed in 1963 and so celebrates
its 63rd birthday this year! Fable has it that it was formed when three
notable Berwick Upon Tweed personalities were ‘invited’ to stop singing
and disturbing the residents in the King’s Arms Hotel. Undaunted, and with
some stubbornness, Messrs Bill, Neil and Hamish then decided to form a
choir. Thus, BMVC was born!

The presentday choirisfortunatetobe
guided by the exceptionally talented
musical team of Dr. Mike Hardy, Musical
Directorand Ms. Hannah Humphreys,
accompanistand co-Director.It'san
honourto have them guiding the choir.
Everyone enjoyswitnessing their talents,
musical skillsand humour eachweek.
They make every practice sessionapure
joytoattend. We practice primarily
toperform public-facing concerts, as
requested.

The Choirare alwayslooking towelcome
new members, and encourage younger
singers(18+)tocomeand experience

“You will be made VeryWG|C0me the benefits of communal singing. You

don’tneedtosinglike AndreaBocellior
Pavarotti, or be able tosight-read music.
Youwon'tbe asked to audition, simply
bringyour enthusiasm.The main priority
and aimisenjoyment.
Wordsfrom Andy Whiteley, BMVC

atany of our weekly rehearsal
evenings atLongridge Towers
School near Berwick, between
6.45pmand9.00 pmeach
Wednesday of our season,
whichruns fromearly
Septemberthrough to May.”

If you are interested in giving it a try,
please email the choir Secretary (Andy)
on bmvc@hotmail.co.uk for an email
chat and more details.
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What are you doing on Thursday?

Just bring your voice and your enthusiasm!

The Thursday Singers are a friendly
community choir led by Alison
Coates, and the group are always
happy to welcome new members.

The group practises(asthename
suggests!)every Thursday morning,
from 10:30-12:30 (ifyouwanttostop

for coffee and chinwag afterwards),
previously atthe Maltings, butnow at the
Spittal Community Centre, with the aim

of presenting atleasttwo concertsayear,

singingawiderange encompassing most
genres.

The choirwasoriginally setup by 20,000
Voices, aNorthumbrian organisation
whose aim was to facilitate community
choirsintownsandvillagesacross
Northumberland by means ofacounty-
wide projectin 1996-7 called “Find Your
Voice”.

Anall-daysongworkshop was
subsequently held at the Maltings, led

by co-director of 20,000 Voices, Sandra
Kerr (of Bagpuss fame!)andin due course
Alisonwas approachedtoleadthe choir.
Sheisatpainstopointoutthatthereare
no auditions, orrequirementtosight-read.

Thesocial aspectisabonus;althoughthe
choirtakesabreakforafewweeksinthe
summer most members carry on meeting
regularly anyway, exchanging coffee
shopsfor choir!

IfyouarefreeonaThursday morning,
whynotgoalongandgiveitatry? And,
whilstboth sexes arewelcome, where are
allthe men?!

For furtherinformation contact Alisonon
D<A mdnvil@icloud.com




Berwick: What comes next?

Autumn is often a good time to take stock. After a busy summer of events,
visitors, festivals and activity across the town, Berwick-upon-Tweed Town
Council has been looking ahead and considering what its priorities should
be over the next few years.

Earlier this summer, councillors held a Strategy Day to review the Council’s existing
plans and, importantly, to ask a fairly simple question: what can we realistically deliver
with the resources, staff and funding available tous? The intention was notto create
anotherlonglistof ambitions. Instead, the aim was to identify a smaller number of
prioritieswhich are achievable, affordable and which will make a genuine difference to
the town and the people wholive here.

Looking after what we already have
Much of the Council’'sworkis not
necessarily glamorous, butitis
important. Play areas, markets, public
seating, planting, bus shelters, open
spaces and other community facilities
allrequireongoing maintenance and

the Councilhas agreed thatoptions, costs
andrisksshould now be looked atsothata
properly considered decision can be made
aboutitsfuturereplacement.
We are also continuing discussionswith
Northumberland County Council about
the futureresponsibility for Berwick’s war
investment. One ofthe largerissues memorialsandthe potentialtransfer of
now being consideredisthe future of Berwickand Tweedmouth Cemeteries.
Spittal Splash Park. The existing facility =~ These aresignificantresponsibilities
isageing, increasingly expensiveto and anytransferhastobe carefully
maintain and inefficientintheway it considered, butthereisastrong
operates. Ratherthanwaiting forittofail, argumentforimportantlocal assetsbeing
N , managed aslocally as possible.

Making Berwick greener

The Councilisalsodevelopingamuch
broader approachtobiodiversityand
sustainability. Our own operations
already use peat-freecompostand avoid
herbicideuse, butthereis muchmore
thatcanbedone. Futureideasinclude
increasing perennial and native planting,
improving habitats for wild pollinators,
introducing bird and bat features,
developing biodiversity projectsin play
areasand publicspaces, and exploring
opportunities for wildflowerand meadow
planting. Theaimis notsimply to make
Berwicklook attractive, buttothink more
carefullyabouthow publicspacescan
supportwildlife,reduce wasteand become
moresustainable overthelongterm.
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Planning for the future

Alongside these practical projectssitsthe
much bigger question of what Berwick
should look and feellikeinten or twenty
years.

Workonthe Neighbourhood Plan
continues and will give local peoplean
importantopportunitytoinfluence
future development. The Councilisalso
looking attown-centreimprovements,
markets, publicspacesand howitcan
work more effectively with community,
culturalandvoluntaryorganisations.
Therecent UKTown of Culture

bid demonstrated justhow many
organisations, groups andindividuals are
working to make Berwick avibrantplace.
Although Berwick was notshortlisted,
therelationshipsandideasdeveloped
throughthatprocessremainvaluable
andshould notsimply disappear.
Berwick’'s strength has always beenthata
greatdealhappensherebecause people
careenoughtomakeithappen.

The Berwick Literary Festivalisanother
excellentexample of thatspirit.

The Town Council cannot — and should
not—trytodoeverythingitself. Our
roleisincreasinglyaboutlooking after
thethings forwhichwe areresponsible,
planning sensibly for the future,
supportinggoodideasandhelping
tocreatethe conditionsinwhichlocal
organisationsand committed people can
flourish.

Thereis plentystilltodo, butthe
directionisbecomingclearer:look after
whatwe have, plan properly for what
comes next,andworktogetherto make
Berwickanevenbetterplacetolive, work
andvisit.

With thanksto Berwick Town Council

Berwick-upon-Tweed
Town Council
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The Wilson’s Tales Project has been
collaborating with Tweed Stories.

Tweed Stories is a growing online archive of community-generated stories
inspired by the River Tweed, and is a key element of the Destination Tweed
river restoration project. The participative project is encouraging anyone
with memories and favourite tales of special places, people, nature, history
and heritage around the river to share them, both to create a rich project
legacy and to provide inspiration for interpretation along the new source-to-
sea River Tweed Trail, which opens in 2028.

The Wilson's Tales Project (The Project) Wilsonwasinitially a poetand hisfirst
wereinvited early onto help with this. publications, Aglanceat Hinduismand
Tweed Stories looks for submissions The Enthusiastwere both poemsandhe
of upto 250 words for their archive (as travelled the countrydeliveringlectures
wellasimages, audioandvideo). The onpoetryatonetimeinhiscareer.
Projectsubmitted an edited version of Destination Tweed have also helped
Wilson’s The Monks of Dryburgh, cutting fundand provided alinktothe Project’s
thisrather amusing tale down fromiits recentlylaunched self-guided walk

original 2000 odd words. “Thisistypical =~ around Berwick & Tweedmouth, Walking
ofthesortofchallenge ourvolunteer with Wilson, which covers aspects of
writers have to dowhen we publish hislifeandlocaltales. You maywell
ourrevival edition tales,” said Project have noticed that plaques for thishave
Director, Andrew Ayre. “The originaltales recentlyappearedaroundthetownand
canoftenruntoover7000wordsinrather provide QRcodestotheonlineguide, with
verbose andoldfashioned style. We oralandwritten presentations available
like tore presenttheminmorereadable  forthevariousstopping points.
andusually shorter format for modern TheProjectalsorecently helped present
readers.” anonlinewritingworkshop, led by o
The Projectalsosubmitted Wilson'spoem Scottof Tweed Stories, whichinvited
aboutthe Tweed, whichwas neverinfact creativewriterstoadd to thisbank of
published during his lifetime, but found tales.Joand Andrew used examples of

inabookmorethanacenturyafter he proseand poetryfromthenewarchive
died. and some of Wilson’s talesbased around
the Tweed to promptnew writing.

~John Mackay Wilson

(1804-1835)

“You ﬂww’!m-iw

you must not be too severe - Fwould rather

wani victuals for a day than a book that o
| meqm?.lﬁwtsm--‘:

:r.“-’llml on

. Bom in Tweedmouth, he b
iscr. Best

P
F‘. [} vy, .‘.u
[ R, i

The giant map ofthe Tweed has been a popular
talking point at Tweed Stories events © Airborne Lens
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Jocommented afterwards, “It was a
pleasure towork with Andrew, and
exciting tosee how enthusiastically our
participants respondedto the stories and
shapedtheirown. Andtheircontributions
have helped us passthe 100-stories
landmark!”

Therewas anotheropportunity to hear
thetalesin September, when Tales of

the Tweed took place atthe] M Wilson
Studio atThe Straw Yard on 17 September.
Held as partof Berwick’s Heritage Open
Days programme, the eventfeatured
shortenedversions of Wilson's stories,
bringing hiswords backto life beside the
river thatinspired somuch of hiswork.

Apeepinside
anoriginal copy of Wilson'’s Tales of the Borders

Oneoftheaimsof The Projectisto
provide a platform forartists of all types
torespondtoandretell Wilson’s Tales.
Theyhave anactive group of volunteer
writerswho like torewrite the talesand
researcherswho liketolookinto their
historic context. They were subtitled
“Historical, traditionary andimaginative”
andsomearemoreatoneendofthisscale
thantheother,and often haveinteresting
historiccontextifnotnecessarily based
onverifiablefacts, though often they
are.TheProjecthavejustlaunched
anillustrators'group, following the
success of Ali Edwards’workshops with
The Projectand enthusiasmto continue
illustrating furthertales. Anyone wanting

tolearnmore aboutorjoinanyofthese
JoScottsharing tales from the Tweed Storiesarchive  groups, should contact The Project.

To find outmore about Tweed Stories and Destination Tweed,
andtoreadthestoriesandshareyourown, visit
www.destinationtweed.org.uk orscanthis QR code.

Revival editions ofthe fascinating Wilson's Tales of the Borders
are availablein Berwick at Slightly Foxed, Bridge Street; The
Book Loft, Marygate; and Berwick Visitor Centre, Walkergate,
orfromtheonlineshop: https://wilsonstales.co.uk
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Community Foundation North East:
Helping Berwick Thrive.

From community groups and arts organisations to youth projects

and vital local services, Community Foundation North East has been
supporting Berwick for decades. We talk to Ross Wilson about the
difference local funding makes and how investing in our communities

can help Berwick thrive.

For readers who may not know the
Community Foundation, can you explain
what it does and why it’s important for
communities like Berwick?

Community Foundation North East

was establishedin 1988 andisone of 47
Community Foundationsinthe UK. Based
in Gosforth, we primarily serve Tyne &
Wear and Northumberland and have
made morethan £190mingrantssince our
inception.

The community foundation modelis
based on‘place’, meaningthatgrantsare
distributed according tothe particular
needsofaregioninwhichthe foundation
isbased, ratherthanafunderassuming
tounderstandlocalissuesfromanational
position.We are therefore well positioned
tosupportthecommunity andvoluntary
sectorworkingin areas like Berwick,
making life better for local residents
acrossanarray ofissues, including health,
culture, education, living standards, and
the environment.

The Northern Angel Fund for Berwick
at The Community Foundation has
been supporting the area for over 20
years. What kinds of local projects
have benefited, and what impact have
you seen?

The Fundwas established in 2005 with
adonationof£5,000. Thankstoregular
givingoverthelast20yearsand, supported
byagenerouslegacygiftin2018, the
Fund’'sendowmenthasgrowntomore
than £550,000, which enablesitto make
approximately £24,000ingrantsevery
year, in perpetuity.

The Fund supportscharitable activity
thatimprovestheskillsoflocal people,
enhances community cohesion, and
contributestotheunique anddiverse
culture of Berwickanditssurrounds.

The Fund makesregulargrantstofamiliar
north Northumberland charities, including
The GreatNorth AirAmbulance Service
and The North Northumberland Hospice,
butalsofrequentlysupportslesswell-
known organisationsto people outside
thearea, suchas Berwick Community
DevelopmentTrust, Berwick Youth Project,
Headway Berwick, and Berwick Stroke
Club.Berwick’srich culturaland artistic
heritageisalsowellreflected by the Fund,
with grants madetothelikes of Berwick
Barracks, The Maltings, NTCTouring
Theatre Company, The Wilson's Tales, and
Berwick Film & Media Arts Festival.Inall,
theFundhas made 276 grantstotalling
almost£444,000.
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Is there a particular Berwick project or
person whose story has really stayed
with you?

Agrantthatthe Fund madein 2024 to
Tyneside and Northumberland Mind
really stands out.In partnership with
another of our Berwick-focused Funds
-theFBand PFB Lough Fund (which was
alsosetupwithalegacyfromformer
Berwick residents)-£5,000 was provided
tosupportfamilieswhereone member
has amental healthissue.

Injust12months, 61 adultsand 34
childrenwere supportedtodevelopthe
knowledge, skills, and confidence to build
personalresilience and deploy healthy
copingstrategieswhen experiencing
poor mental health. The charity was
alsoabletosupporttheseindividuals
toenhancetheirunderstanding of
mental healthandtheisolating power
ofinternalised negative stereotypes
and prejudices, aswell as make
referralstolocalorganisations offering
complementary services.

Onebeneficiarywasrecorded assaying,
“Having someonetoshare myideasas
tohowto copewithmytraumahas made
me believein myselfand feel atease”,
whilstanothersaidthatthe organisation
gavethem “spacetotalk andideasto help
with mypanicattacks;Icannowleave the
houseand manage my emotions better
when they are overwhelming.”
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What are the biggest challenges
facing community groups and charities
in the Berwick area at the moment?

Itwillcomeasnosurprisethatgeography
remains asignificantchallengeinnorth
Northumberland. We are privileged to
have accesstovastexpansesofopen
countryside, butthis bringsitsown
difficulties, whether thatbelimited
transport, unreliable broadband, ora
paucity of services.

Voluntaryand community organisations
mustnavigate and mitigatetheseissues
forthemselves andtheir beneficiaries,
whilstfaced with rising costsand there
beinglessfundingavailable.

Werecognisetheuncertainty thatthis
bringsand are constantly working with
ourdonorsto make grants towards
organisations’'running costs where
possible, aswellas providing no-strings-
attached funding thatcanbeusedfora
particular piece of work, cover operating
costs, orstoredinreservesthatmight
onlybeneededinanemergency.




If someone reading this represents a
local business or has been fortunate
enough to do well in life, what would
you say to encourage them to invest
back into Berwick?

Iwouldtellthemtocomeandtalkto
Community Foundation North East! We
manage approximately 300 different
Funds established by individual, family,
and corporatedonors, eachwith their
ownthematicand geographical priority
areas.Weareled byourdonors'interests
and passionsand doourutmosttomatch
themwith organisationsdelivering high-

qualityworkintheregion'scommunities.

Adonorcanbeasinvolvedasmuchas
they like with their Fund, and we believe
thatwe offerabroadrange of optionsto
help people achieve their philanthropic
goals. Forinstance,donorscansetup
aninvested Fundwhere a giftisheld as
capitalwiththeincome earnedfunding
the grant-making, or they can make gifts
held ascashthatsupportcausesinthe
year ahead.

Looking ahead, what would success look
like for Berwick over the next five or ten
years, and how can local people help
make that vision a reality?

Our missionistobuildathriving, generous,
andinclusive North Eastbyinspiring
philanthropy, investing in communities, and
influencing change, and Berwickisabigpart
of thisambition. Ultimately, if we can connect
with more generous donors, we cansupport
more excellentwork thatwillhelp more local
peoplelive healthier, happier,andlonger
lives.

However, philanthropy does notbeginand
end with the givingofmoney; thedonation of
time, skills, and expertiseisjustasvalid. For
instance, North Northumberland Voluntary
Forum brokersrelationships between
localvoluntary groups and potential
volunteers. Thisyear, we will be continuing
oursponsorship of theirannual voluntary
and community awardstorecognise the
exceptional dedicationand commitment of
voluntary groupsandindividuals who make
such adifferencetothelivesoflocal people.

How can people contact you to learn more about Community Foundation North East?
They can of course visit our website www.communityfoundation.org.uk

or contact Ross Wilson, who manages our Berwick-based Funds, on
< rpw@communityfoundation.org.uk
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Spotted the new ‘Wonderful West

Street’ signs yet?

West Streetishometoabrilliantbunch ofindependentshops, cafés, barsand

businesses, eachwithsomething alittle differentto discover.

Thenewsignage was areal West Street collaboration, created with local traders and
designer Emily Kewin, @kewinscorner, produced by Fantasy Prints on West Street,
funded by Berwick Chamber of Trade and installed by Berwick Town Council.

Whata collaboration!

BISTRO & BAR

| FRpp 2

BY NIGHT
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WHAT’S ON

OCTOBER
Regular workshops
Ravn Clay Pottery Workshops

Thu 1 & Fri 9: Hand-building Pottery
Sat 17 & 31: Festive Stoneware Trees
New Ford Studio, Ford

ravnclay.co.uk

Maggie Read Jewellery Workshops

Sat 3: Gemstone Stacking Rings, 10:30-14:30
Tue 6:Silver Stacking Rings, 10:30-14:30

Thu 8: Gemstone CabochonRing, 10:30-14:00
Thu 15: Gemstone Stacking Rings, 10:30-14:30
Sat 17: Silver Stacking Rings, 10:30-14:30

Tue 20:Silver Beaded SpinnerRing, 10:30-15:30
Sat 24: Silver Metal ClayJewellery, 10:30-15:30
The Cornhillon Tweed Centre
maggiereadjewellery.co.uk

Patchouli Yoga

Mon 5, 12 & 19 Oct 18:00-19:00
Deepen-YinYoga

27 ArtHouse, Berwick

Tue 6, 13, 20 & 27 Oct 18:00-19:00
Energise * AshtangaInspired Yoga
Babyama, Castlegate, Berwick

Thu 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 Oct 18:00-19:00
Align +HathaYoga

Babyama, Castlegate, Berwick
Booking: omflow.wixsite.com/patchouli-

yoga/book-now

MARYGATE

BUTTERMARKET | CHARTER MARKET

Saturday

Wednesday
&

9am-3
= SR Saturday

9am - 4pm

Underneath Berwick Guildhall

Gin Distilling Workshops

Sat 10, 17, 24 & 31 Oct 14:00-16:30
Border Spirits & Botanicals,

The Cornhillon Tweed Centre
borderspiritsandbotanicals.co.uk

Borderland Walking Food Tours

Sat 10, Wed 14 & Sat 17 Oct 12:00-15:00
Walking tour around Berwick
borderlandfoodtours.com

An Introduction to Drawing with Pen
and Wash

Tue 6, 13 & 20 Oct 10:00-12:00

YHA, The Granary, Dewar's Lane, Berwick
berwickea.org

Thu 1 Oct

Berwick Comedy Club 19:00-21:00

Doorsand bar open 18:30.
The Straw Yard, Parade, Berwick

strawyard.co.uk
Fri 2 Oct
Block Printing Workshop 19:00-21:00

Becky Underwood, Fenham Farm
D<blockprintnorthumberland@gmail.com

fenhamfarm.co.uk
Sat 3 Oct

Confessions of an Artist: 19:00-21:00
In Conversation with Paddy Hartley
The Straw Yard, Parade, Berwick

strawyard.co.uk

QUAYSIDE HUTS

Sunday*

*Bookable 7 days a week markets@berwick-tc.gov.uk
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OCTOBER
Sat 3 Oct

Berwick Music Society: Zvarder Trio
14:00-16:00

Berwick Parish Church, Parade, Berwick
berwickmusic.org

Norham Village Band 15:00
Victoria Craig: @07745 130987

M stcuthbertsnorham@gmail.com
St Cuthbert’'s Church, Norham

Sat 3 & Sun 4 Oct

Berwick Open Studios

Featuring 25 venues open to the public
and over 60 artists and makers.
createberwick.co.uk

Sun 4 Oct

Norham Industrial Show
Norham Village Hall
norhamlife.co.uk

Etal Sun Makers’ Markets 11:00-16:00
Etal Village Hall
thetinshed.co.uk

Mon 5-Sun 11 Oct

Berwick Literary Festival

Various venues around town, for full
programme visit:
berwickliteraryfestival.com

Mon 5 Oct

Come and Sing with Vivace Vocal
Collective 19:30-21:30

Spittal Community Hall
vivacevocalcollective.com

Bowsden History Group-Traditional
Music & Stories from a Master of
the Northumbrian Pipes 19:00for 19:30
Bowsden Village Hall, Bowsden

P nicolasjbjones@gmail.com
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Tue 6 Oct

Afternoon Tea and Titanic Talk with
Christopher Ward

Afternoontea 15:00; talk 17:00

Ad Gefrin, South Road, Wooler

adgefrin.co.uk
Wed 7 Oct

Berwick Barley Workshop 12:00-14:00
The Old Brewery, 53 Main Street, Tweedmouth
https://bit.ly/3URIGT7

Thu 8 Oct

Cabaret of Words 19:00-21:30
The Straw Yard, Parade, Berwick
thestrawyard.co.uk

Sat 10 Oct
Lowick Soup Sat 12:00-13:30
Lowick Village Hall

Stone in the Water - Book Launch with
Timothy Pitt 16:30-18:00
Ad Gefrin, South Road, Wooler

adgefrin.co.uk
Sun 11 Oct

The Northern Fungi Festival 10:00-16:00
Ruberslaw Wild Woods Camping &
Glamping, Spital Tower, Denholm, TD9 8TB
PMnfungifestival@gmail.com

Open Mic. from 16:00

Fishers Arms Pub

Horncliffe
fishersarmscommunitypub.co.uk

‘A Choral Tapestry’ with Andante
Chamber Choir 15:00

Victoria Craig: @07745 130987
D<dstcuthbertsnorham@gmail.com
St Cuthbert’s Church, Norham



OCTOBER
Mon 12 Oct

Come and Sing with Vivace Vocal
Collective open rehearsal 19:30-21:30
Spittal Community Hall
vivacevocalcollective.com

Tue 13 Oct

An Introduction to Black Kurinuki
Ceramics with Paddy Hartley 18:00-20:30
The Straw Yard, Parade, Berwick
thestrawyard.co.uk

Traditional Tunes Sessions 20:30-22:30
Fishers Arms Pub, Horncliffe
horncliffeevents.co.uk

Tue 13-Sat 17 October

Body of Memory: A Retrospective
Exhibition by Paddy Hartley
The Straw Yard, Parade, Berwick

strawyard.co.uk
Wed 14 Oct

Art at Etal 10:30-16:00
Etal Village Hall
thetinshed.co.uk

Thu 15 Oct

Acoustic Night 20:30-22:30
Memorial Hall, Horncliffe
www.horncliffeevents.co.uk

Sat 17 Oct

Lowick Art Group Free Exhibition 10:00-16:00
Berwick Parish Centre, Parade, Berwick

Craft a Sketchbook or Journal - Coptic
Binding 13:00-15:00

The Old Brewery Artist Studios,
Tweedmouth

https://bit.ly/3UYxtQC
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Sun 18 Oct

Northern Artisans’ Market 10:00-16:00
Lesbury Village Hall NE66 3PP
M Janecharlesglass@gmail.com

Berwick Ukulele Jam 19:00-20:30
Kings Arms Hotel, Berwick
www.facebook.com/groups/tuaom

Mon 19 Oct

Power to the Borders with Nick Edgar
10:00-12:00

Ajointeventwith Greener Berwick.
William Elder Building, Berwick
https://berwickea.org

Wed 21 Oct

Berwick Barley Workshop 12:00-14:00

The Old Brewery, 53 Main Street, Tweedmouth

https://bit.ly/3URIGT7

Invasion of 1015-16 - The Viking
Perspective with Tim Bolton 19:30-21:00
Guildhall, Berwick

https://berwickea.org

Thu 22 Oct

‘Exploring The Bayeux Tapestry’ Artist’s
Book Workshop with Mo Healy 10:00-12:00
Norham Village Hall, Norham

Sue Churchill
Mnorhamartsgroup@gmail.com

Mountain Song Bluegrass with Will
Greenway and James Hickman 19:30-22:30
The Straw Yard, Parade, Berwick
thestrawyard.co.uk

Amy Leach & Alasdair Paul 20:00-22:30
Horncliffe Folk Club

Memorial Hall, Horncliffe
horncliffeevents.co.uk

Fri 23 Oct

Coostie lllustration 10:30-12:30
Green Sketch Club-Autumn Colours
Paxton House, Paxton

coostie.co.uk

Sat 24 Oct

‘Autumnal Arts, Leaves and Wreaths’
Copper foiled glass workshop 10:00-17:00
Rachel O'Dell Glass Workshops

The Cornhillon Tweed Centre

@ 07568345061

> odellglass26@gmail.com

Eric Thomas - Lutenist 11:30-12:30
Berwick Parish Church, Parade, Berwick
berwickparishchurch.co.uk

Sun 25 Oct

Guided Fungi Foray - Near Wooler
Approx. 3 hours

Booking: Rachel: @07392 740028 |
Mamongthewoodsandwaters@gmail.com

Tidekettle Card Making Workshop with
Lucy 13:00-16:00

ContactEileen: ®07742941347.
Horncliffe Memorial Hall, Horncliffe

‘Pints & Praise’ with Rev Rob Kelsey
18:00-20:00

Fishers Arms Pub, Horncliffe
fishersarmscommunitypub.co.uk

Mon 26 Oct

David Roberts: A Life in Clay 17:30-18:30
Followed by a Private Exhibition

Preview 19:00 27 Art House, Bridge Street
The Straw Yard, Parade, Berwick
thestrawyard.co.uk

Mon 26 Oct-1 Nov

The famous SCARYCROW TRAIL at
Ford and Etal
Ford & Etal Estates
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Tue 27 & Wed 28 Oct

Anglo-Saxon Tales and Ancient Legends
storytelling tales 11:00,12:30and 14:30
Ad Gefrin, South Road, Wooler

adgefrin.co.uk
Tue 27 Oct

Art at Paxton 10:00-16:00
Paxton House, Paxton
thetinshed.co.uk

Block Printing Workshop for kids
10:00-12:00

Becky Underwood, Fenham Farm

X blockprintnorthumberland@gmail.com
fenhamfarm.co.uk/create

Berwick Bookworms Reading Group
14:00-15:30

Berwick Library, Walkergate

P< janiebrownalan@gmail.com

Berwick Craft Café: Origami Paper
Pumpkins 18:30-20:30

Tweed Gallery, Church Street, Berwick
Book: CoostieIllustration

Wed 28 Oct

Veterans Warm Hub 10:00-12:00

Berwick Voluntary Centre, 5 Tweed Street,
Berwick

North Northumberland Voluntary Forum

Thu 29 Oct

‘Exploring The Bayeux Tapestry’ Artist’s
Book Workshop with Mo Healy 10:00-12:00
Norham Village Hall, Norham

Contact Sue Churchill

(only 8 spaces per workshop)

M norhamartsgroup@gmail.com

Fri 30-Sat 31 Oct

Railtons Antiques and Interiors
Auctioneers Sale 10:00-16:00

The Northern Auction Centre, 5 South Road,
Wooler railtons.co.uk



OCTOBER

Sat 31 Oct

Story Telling with Chris Adriaanse-The
Northumbrian Tales 11:00, 12:30, 14:00 & 15:00
Ad Gefrin, South Road, Wooler

adgefrin.co.uk

Berwick Whisky Festival 2026 13:00-17:00
Guildhall, Berwick
https://bit.ly/4xsBdra

Samhain / Halloween Celebration
Memorial Hall, Horncliffe
horncliffeevents.co.uk

NOVEMBER

Regular workshops

Ravn Clay Pottery Workshops

Fri 6 & Sun 22: Winter Grottos 13:30-16:30
Sat 7, Sun 15, Sat 21 & Fri 27: Festive
Stoneware Trees

Fri 20: Hand-building Pottery

New Ford Studio, Ford

ravnclay.co.uk

Maggie Read Jewellery Workshops

Thu 5:Silver Charm Bangle, 10:30-13:30

Sat 7: Silver Stacking Rings, 10:30-14:30

Tue 10: Gemstone Stacking Rings, 10:30-14:30
Sat 14: Gemstone Cabochon Ring, 10:30-14:00
Thu 26: Textured GemstoneRing, 10:30-14:30
The Cornhillon Tweed Centre
maggiereadjewellery.co.uk

Gin Distilling Workshops

Sat 7, 14, 21 & 28 Nov 14:00-16:30
Border Spirits & Botanicals, The Cornhill on
Tweed Centre
borderspiritsandbotanicals.co.uk

Sun 1 Nov

Guided Fungi Foray - Near Kelso (half day)
Rachel: @07392 740028
Mamongthewoodsandwaters@gmail.com

Mon 2 Nov

Biodiversity & Shorebird Protection with
Amy Hopley 10:00-12:00

William Elder Building, Berwick
berwickea.org

Bowsden History Group-Ad Gefrin
19:00for 19:30

The Royal Court of 7th Century Northumbria:
The Queensand Women Who Made the
Golden Age.

Bowsden Village Hall, TD15 2TW
P<nicolasjbjones@gmail.com

Thu 5 Nov

Burrell Art Workshop 10:00-15:00
With Rachel Sutherland.
YHA, The Granary, Dewar’s Lane, Berwick

berwickea.org
Fri 6 Nov

Inn Echo Celtic band 19:00
Victoria Craig: @07745 130987

M stcuthbertsnorham@gmail.com
St Cuthbert’s Church, Norham

Sat 7 Nov

Introduction to Autumn Astronomy with Dr
Adrian Jannetta 11:00-12:00(Zoom)
7 Nov-5 Dec

berwickea.org
Let’s Talk Plants Gardening Club 11:00-11:30

Berwick Garden Centre, East Ord
crabbiesgardencentres.co.uk

Berwick Barley Workshop 12:00-14:00
The Old Brewery, 53 Main Street, Tweedmouth
https://bit.ly/3URIGT7

Sun 8 Nov

Northern Artisans’ Market 10:00-16:00
LowickVillage HallTD15 2UE
P<Janecharlesglass@gmail.com
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NOVEMBER

Sun 8 Nov

Open Mic. from 16:00
Fishers Arms Pub, Horncliffe
fishersarmscommunitypub.co.uk

Tue 10 Nov

Traditional Tunes Sessions 20:30-22:30
Fishers Arms Pub, Horncliffe
horncliffeevents.co.uk

Thu 12 Nov - Wed 6 Jan

Yule at Ad Gefrin, Wooler
adgefrin.co.uk

Fri 13 Nov

Monster Mash Boogie Bingo Doorsopen 19:00
Berwick Rugby Club @ 07968 085260
berwickrugbyclub.co.uk/shop

Sat 14 Nov

Berwick Music Society: Ethan Loch (Piano)
14:00-16:00

Berwick Parish Church, Parade, Berwick
berwickmusic.org

Sun 15 Nov

Berwick Ukulele Jam 19:00-20:30
Kings Arms Hotel, Berwick
www.facebook.com/groups/tuaom

Tue 17 Nov

Acoustic Night 20:30-22:30
Memorial Hall, Horncliffe
horncliffeevents.co.uk

Wed 18 Nov

Tenor, Matthew McKinney and pianist,
Roelof Temmingh 19:00

Berwick Parish Church, Parade, Berwick
berwickparishchurch.co.uk

Fri 20 Nov

Borderlinks Christmas Market 11:00-15:00
17LWindmill Way, Ramparts, Berwick
Border Links

A Little Norham Christmas Fair 2026
18:00-20:30

Lovely gifts, crafts, festive produce and lots more!
Victoria Craig: @07745 130987
PAtorylintoncraig@aol.com
Norham Village Hall, Norham

Sat 21 & Sun 22 Nov

Noel Novelties Glass Workshop 10:00-17:00
Rachel O'Dell Glass Workshops
CornhillonTweed
P<odellglass26@gmail.com @07568 345061

Sat 21 Nov

Craft a Sketchbook or Journal - Coptic
Binding 13:00-15:00

The Old Brewery Artist Studios, Tweedmouth
https://bit.ly/3UYxtQC

The Untangled Knot Pilot Performance 19:00
(Folk/blues/world music)

Berwick Parish Church, Parade, Berwick
berwickparishchurch.co.uk
https://wegottickets.com/f/21816#tickets

Sun 22 Nov

‘Pints & Praise’ with Rev Rob Kelsey
18:00-20:00

Fishers Arms Pub, Horncliffe
fishersarmscommunitypub.co.uk

Mon 23 Nov

The Bayeux Tapestry with Dr June Neilson.
10:00-12:00

William Elder Building, Berwick
berwickea.org
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NOVEMBER
Tue 24 Nov

Berwick Bookworms Reading Group
14:00-15:30

Berwick Library, Walkergate
janiebrownalan@gmail.com

Berwick Craft Café: Advent Houses
Papercraft workshop 18:30-20:30
Tweed Gallery, Church Street, Berwick
Book here: Coostielllustration

Wed 25 Nov

Veterans Warm Hub 10:00-12.00
Berwick Voluntary Centre,

5Tweed Street, TD151NG

North Northumberland Voluntary Forum

Thu 26 Nov

Horncliffe Folk Club 20:00-22:30
Memorial Hall, Horncliffe
horncliffeevents.co.uk

Fri 27 & Sat 28 Nov

Yule Gaderung Community Procession
and events.

Ad Gefrin, South Road, Wooler
https://adgefrin.co.uk

Sat 28 Nov

Christmas Shopping Event
Berwick Garden Centre, East Ord
crabbiesgardencentres.co.uk

Sat 28 & Sun 29 Nov

Ford & Etal Christmas Market 10:00-16:00
Ford & Etal Estates
ford-and-etal.co.uk

Sat 28 & Sun 29 Nov

Christmas Wreath Making Workshop
10:00-12:00

Berwick Garden Centre, East Ord
crabbiesgardencentres.co.uk

Sat 28 & Sun 29 Nov

Christmas Glass Workshops
Sat 28: Session 1, 10:00-16:00
Sun 29: Session 2, 10:00-14:00
Rachel O'Dell Glass Workshops,
The Cornhillon Tweed Centre
Modellglass26@gmail.com

Sat 28 & Sun 29 Nov

Anglo-Saxon Tales & Ancient Legends
Storytelling Sessions 11:00,12:30&14:30
Ad Gefrin, South Road, Wooler

adgefrin.co.uk
Sat 28 Nov

Berwick Music Society: Scott Slapin (Solo
Viola) 14:00-15:00

Berwick Parish Church, Parade, Berwick
berwickmusic.org

Mon 30 Nov

Burrell in Berwick: The Missing Pictures with
Ray Clarke. 10:00-12:00
William Elder Building, Berwick

berwickea.org
DECEMBER
From Sat 5 Dec-Thu 31 Dec

Jack and the Beanstalk.

Abrand-new Christmas panto fromtheteam
behind The Elves and the Shoemaker

The Straw Yard, Parade, Berwick
thestrawyard.co.uk

Regular workshops

Ravn Clay Pottery Workshops

Fri 4: Winter Grottos 13:30-16:30

Fri 11 & Sun 20: Hand-building Pottery
New Ford Studio, Ford

ravnclay.co.uk
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DECEMBER

Maggie Read Jewellery Workshops

Thu 3: Silver Beaded SpinnerRing, 10:30-15:30
Sat 5: Gemstone StackingRings, 10:30-14:30
Tue 8: Silver Metal ClayJewellery, 10:30-15:30
Sat 12:Silver CharmBangle, 10:30-13:30

Tue 15: Gemstone Cabochon Ring, 10:30-14:00
The Cornhillon Tweed Centre
maggiereadjewellery.co.uk

Santa’s Workshops
5-6,12-13,19-23 & 26-27 Dec
Berwick Garden Centre, East Ord
crabbiesgardencentres.co.uk

Gin Distilling Workshops

Sat 5,12 & 19 Dec 14:00-16:30
Border Spirits &Botanicals,

The Cornhillon Tweed Centre
borderspiritsandbotanicals.co.uk

ha

Fri 4 Dec

Christmas Party Night with Dinner and
Dancing

Berwick Rugby Club, Scremerston

M xmasbrfc@gmail.com
berwickrugbyclub.co.uk

Fri 4 & Sat 5 Dec

Railtons Antiques and Interiors
Auctioneers Sale 10:00-16:00

The Northern Auction Centre, 5 South Road,
Wooler

railtons.co.uk

Thu 10 Dec

BEA Singfest 14:00-18:00

Presenta Christmas Celebration with local
Schools, Graeme Danby, Cameron Robertson
and Friends.

St Andrew’s Church, Wallace Green, Berwick

MALTINGS CINEMA

AT BERWICK BARRACKS

Films eévery week
Ultimate Comfort

Great value
~Accessible for ﬁll

DISCOVER WHAT’S ON
RIGHT NOW AT

MALTINGSBERWICK.CO.UK

-
Ravensdowne, Berwick-upon-Tweed TD15 1DF

Northumberland
m ( uul\lj,tl ouncil ¢
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DECEMBER

Yule

Enchanted Christmas Fundraiser Berwick Male Voice Choir Concert 14:00-16:00
11:30-14:30 StAndrew’s Church, Wallace Green, Berwick

-
Christmas gifts and a special appearance t Ad G f
from Santa. Sun 20 Dec a ; e rln "

Nicola: @07368551394. . & ’ Tl
Glendale Hall, Wooler Somewhere in My Memory - The Soundtrack - = An Anglo-§axon Chrlstmas._l 1?th November- 6" January_-_. |

to Christmas teg
Sun 13 Dec 16:00 (Relaxed Family Performance)
19:00 evening performance k : £ : j -
Berwick Christmas Market organised Vivace Vocal Collective presents an uplifting H _ i ' ? e ] S
by Berwick Rotary Club Christmas show filled with festive favourites, film R i iz ' ; oy
Marygate, Berwick classics and unexpected surprises. Ay L] Oy e T el o\
Berwick Guildhall, Berwick i S S g el | 4] = W k. < BT s & e
Open Mic. From 16:00 vivacevocalcollective.com et Vel ) 5 § A e R 7 ey \ e
Fishers Arms Pub, Horncliffe ST AR G o s 3 : ' , 1l
fishersarmscommunitypub.co.uk Community Carol Service 18:00 %
Paxton House, Paxton
Sat 19 Dec g ; e _{J 2 T i -
Mon 21 & Tue 22 Dec T S 5 e - S (ln MES. 40 e
Craft a Sketchbook or Journal - - . SRR Y AL S i - T N R
Coptic Binding 13:00-15:00 Breakfast with Santa =z ! e~ 1 Ry el Y R e B o — .
The Old Brewery Artist Studios, Tweedmouth | Berwick Garden Centre, East Ord e s b Y e | R R { @3 S
https://bit.ly/3UYxtQC crabbiesgardencentres.co.uk ARSI ey W W RAND V5 i ¥
We do our very best to keep everything up to date, but plans can change, ; ( v i ¥ %
so it’s always worth checking with the organiser before you head out. N, . \ , . i 07 1 AR ! - or --{f' ;
STOP PRESS - NEW COURSE DATE JUSTIN |, > ; . ARG | i1 b o S ; €.
\Rﬁi” { The Artist's Way - change your creative thinkingin ~ - . i : A ¥ .. ol @ .---!' b 25 i1
ftiri 13 weeks with Louise Tucker. - : B + ST . QL e gy - p i
WA Starts 4 January atJackal, Hide Hill, Berwick " | -- P R, A, e fi= A o T e, e A
Free taster atJackal, 6pm Monday 2 November. . | MECRIY INE e 20 L S VNS Tk N o = A
Visitwww.louisehtucker.com for details. » T T ] : 2 $sd Ay P e 7 2y BT I*‘ | W
P Ir il R .'Q' £
Visit Berwick-Upon-Tweed. * Stlve WOrkShOpS

Visit England's Northermmost Town. FeS t|Ve Dlnlﬂg 2 Ol d Yea (s ngh t

Visit Britain's Happiest Place To Live.

Visit The Town That Changed Hands Between
England and Scotland, 13 Times.

To book or find out more information _
adgefrin.co.uk/whats-on/events Ad Gefrin’



Eﬁﬂil L\ MALTINGS

\g STH SIST DECEMBER 2026 ..
o VARIOUS TINES . i




